
New Jersey State Interscholastic Athletic Association 
           Route 130, P.O. Box 487      Robbinsville, New Jersey 08691 
 

TO:  Softball Coaches, Athletic Directors and Umpires 
FROM:  Carol W. Parsons, Associate Director 
DATE:  February 2009 
SUBJECT: The 2009 National Federation Softball Rule Modifications 

 
  NJSIAA Softball Rules Interpreter:  Mrs. Allison Munch 

       1123 Falkirk Road 
        Williamstown, NJ  08094 
        Home Phone:    609-629-9003 

 
Softball Coaches, Athletic Directors and Umpires are advised to read all of the rules, the comments on the rules and the 
points of emphasis carefully.  Any notes listed below are approved "By State Adoption".  All others are not in effect.  (See 
pg. 83 Rule Book) 
 
 
1. Rule 3, Section 2, Article 11. (p. 35) Metal cleats will not be permitted during the 2009 season. 
      Rule 3, Section 6, Article 1.(Penalty) Illegal equipment shall be removed 
      or made legal.  The umpire shall issue a team warning.  The next offender  
      and the head coach shall be restricted to the dugout/bench for the  
      remainder of the game.  
       
 
1. Rule 4, Section 2, Article 3, (p. 44) (1) By NJSIAA regulations only the umpire may end games. 
      (2) 10 run rule will be in effect. 
 
 
2. Rule 4, Section 3, Article 1A, (p. 44) A game shall be terminated by the umpire when a team is fifteen (15) 

minutes late in appearing or in beginning play after the umpire calls "play" 
at scheduled game time.  This may be set aside if the umpire considers the 

 delay unavoidable. 
 

(Suspended games (4-2-3) and protests to the NJSIAA (4-4-1) are not permitted) 
 
 

TIE BREAKING PROCEDURE  
 
At the top of the 10th inning, during each half inning used to enforce the tie breaker, the offensive team shall begin its turn at 
bat with the player who is scheduled to bat ninth in that respective half inning being placed at second base. (e.g.,If the 
number five batter is to lead off, the number four batter in the batting order will be placed on second base.  A substitute may 
be inserted for the runner.) 
 
GAME ENDING PROCEDURE 
After the third inning, if one team is ahead by 15 runs, the game may be ended with the consent of both coaches and the 
umpire. 
 
 
HANDLING EJECTED PLAYER 
 
A. It is the coach's responsibility to provide proper supervision of all players at all times. 
 
 
B. NJSIAA procedures will supersede a playing rule which requires a coach or player to leave the premises upon 

disqualification; therefore, a player will be confined to the bench area to remain under the supervision of the coach. 
If said player continues to be disruptive or act in an unsportsmanlike manner, the official may terminate the 
game/event. 
 

 
NOTE: All schools must present the umpires with a completed lineup card (sample on back of this sheet).  When exercising 

the DP option, the designated player should be listed in the preferred batting position of the batting order as 
illustrated below, and the flex player she is batting for should be listed in the tenth (10th) position.  It is recommended 
that schools place their ground rules on the reverse side of the card, and cards be completed in triplicate for the 
home team, visiting team, and umpire-in-chief. 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SAMPLE LINEUP CARD
 

                                           
                                      Starting Line Up 

 
Pos. 

 
No. 

 
Change 

 
Change 

 
Change 

1.       
2.       
3.       
4.                         DP            
5.       
10.                         Flex (FP)      

 
 
              Signature _______________________________ School _________________________________ 
 
              Date _______________ Home _________________________ Visitors ______________________
 


